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Welcome.
Board begins
yearly update
for alumni

On behalf of the Parkersburg High
School Foundation may | “wel-
come” you to théorst Parkersburg
High School Alumni JournalWe
hope you will enjoy reading about
PHS and the changes that have oc-
curred since you graduated. Very
few high schools can boast of a 140
year history. The pride you felt as
a Big Red continues today in the
1,350 students who attend Parkers-
burg High School.

We hope to make this newsletter g
yearly publication. We will be send-
ing it to those who have contributed
to the Foundation (see another
article about how you can do that)
and to those who attend reunions.
Our purpose is to let you know what
is happening at your Alma Mater as
we have entered the 2Century.

We know you will be proud of the

accomplishments and new construct
tion at PHS as well as the rituals angd

traditions that remain an integral
part of the school you loved. Let
us hear from you. Tell us what you
liked in the newsletter and what you
would like to know more about. We
are anxious to have your imput.

Cathy Breckenridge Martin
Chairman, PHS Foundation

Contact us:

PHS Foundation, Inc.

2101 Dudley Ave.
Parkersburg, WV 26101
rshoard@access.k12.wv.us

Lamplights similar to those on nearby Washington Avenue were added to the horseshoe
this year through the efforts of alumni and the community. Flowering pear trees were
added to the horseshoe in 1990.

Preparing for 9th graders
$18 million in renovations underway

Major renovations are underway at PHSenter of the building (now the cafeterias),
in anticipation of the arrival of ninth gradersand classes in the Annex will be moved to
in the fall of 2008. the main building.

As a result of a $50 million bond issue In addition to the changes going on in-
passed by the voters of Wood County, PHSide, the outside of campus has also seen a
will undergo about $18 million in major major change. Thanks to donations from
changes. A new wing is being added to thihe classes of 1954, 1955, and 2006, the
area behind the library and adjacent to thearkersburg Rotary Club, and PHS social
north end of the building. This wing will studies teacher John Miller, 12 lights now
house a cafeteria to seat 700 and 12 nesmrround the horseshoe.
science classrooms. The 12 classrooms willThis project brings back lighting that was
be state of the art and will be large enough fost many years ago. Also adorning the front
hold both classroom activities and labs. are two largdiower beds dedicated to the

Included among the changes is the addinemory of Mary Lou Hague, a 1992 gradu-
tion of an auxiliary gymnasium joining theate who died in the Sept. 11, 2001 attack on
south wing and the Field House. The musithe World Trade Center.
buiilding will receive upgrades, and every The next project being planned is a PHS
classroom will have new lighting, markermuseum. The plan is to use some of the
boards, and paint. Air conditioning will bevacated rooms in the Annex to establish a
installed in all classrooms, the auditoriummuseum where students, staff, and the com-
and the Field House. The administrative ofmunity can see the many archives from the
bces will be housed in a new complex in thechool’s historic past.



Football, wrestling, soccer teams win state

FOOTBALL Harmon received second teamArmstrong was named secondHuntington High. South’s Pa-
The Big Red football team all-state honors, while Camteam all state, joined by juniortriots took the sectional crown
captured the state championshipemley, Tim Stephens, andBethany White, special men-by one point.
by defeating Martinsburg, 34-6 Cody Brown were named honor-tion, and senior Alyssa Hildeb- WRESTLING
and pnishing the season 14-0.able mention all state. McClurerand, honorable mention. For the 20time, the wrestling
Named to the All-State teamwas named “Defender of the GOLF team brought home a state title.
were junior Matt Lindamood Year” and McGee was named One member represented th®uring the regular season the
(who was also named the statéGoalkeeper of the Year.” Big Red golf team in the stateteam captured the 50Qdual
titte game’s MVP), senior Char- CROSS COUNTRY tournament. Junior Kyle Hines meet.
lie Taylor, junior Matt Littleton, The cross-country teamsshot a 78 in the regional tour- Twelve wrestlers qudded for
junior Tyler Warner, and junior brought home sixth plad®ish- nament to qualify for the statethe state meet; seven wrestlers
Josh Jenkins. Jenkins also rees at the state meet. The teamsompetition. advanced to thénals. Captur-
ceived the Hunt Award, given to combined to defeat Parkersburg The team took third overall ining individual state titles were
the state’s best lineman. South in the annual dual racethe MSAC tournament with Trae junior Andy Thomas who won
GIRLS’ SOCCER before the South game. The vicSprague receiving all-confer-his third title, junior Brandon
The girls’ soccer team claimedtory marked the 12consecutive ence honors. Wilson took his second title, and
a state championship in Beckleyyear the Big Reds have takenthe GIRLS BASKETBALL freshman Jordan Nolan won his
in dramatic fashion. Already combined title. Seniors Sam The lady hoopsternished the brst title.
suffering from a loss to FairmontVincent and Ellen Kist broke season 9-13 with a 9-6 record in SWIMMING
Senior earlier in the season, theourse records andnished in MSAC games. Both swimming teamén-
girls fought their way to a 1-0 brst place. Standouts for the team were juished successful seasons. The
victory over the Polar Bears. Atthe MSAC meet both teamsnior Randy Brundige who madeboys’ team took second at the
Juniors Tara Chesseman anavere runners-up to Cabell Mid-over 50 three-poinbeld goals state meet after claiming the
Katie Rogers were namdatst land. The Big Red runners alsaduring the season, and junio€gional crown as well as the
team all state, while sophomoretook second place in the regionaAmelia Hammel and senior Kim MSAC fitle. o
Brooke Logston and junior qualiber. The boy$nished the Dent who averaged in double Junior Tim Phillips was a

Amelia Hammel received sec-season 60-22 while the girlsbgures per game. standout on the boys’ team, re-
ond team all-state honors. Honwere 54-22. BOYS' BASKETBALL ceiving all state and All-Ameri-
orable mention all-staters were VOLLEYBALL The boys’ basketball team®@" honors for winning the

state meet in his two individual
aces, the 100 and the 200-meter
reestyle.

sophomores Chelsea Maiden Finishing the season 53-9-3pnished with a 13-10 record.
and Emma Levin-Nielsen andand ranked second in the stateThe season was full of ups an
senior Ellen Kist. the volleyball team captured thedowns with a streak that in- The girlsbnished in a tie for
BOYS' SOCCER sectional and regional crownscluded victories over cross-townseventh at state. However the
With only a matter of secondsbefore falling in the state semi-rival South early in the seasongir'S clinched the top spot in the
left on the clock, senior Michael Pnals to the top team in the stateand a 55-46 win over Capital, \yjsac meet with two swim-
Harmon headed the soccer balGeorge Washington. who at the time was second i”mers, Emily Martin and Carlie
into the goal for a 2-1 victory. ~ Senior Jessica Wherry wadhe state. Later the team sufyypjteleather qualifying for the
First team all-staters were senionamed first team all state, adered losses to South and ong|-conference team. Martin was
Todd McClure and juniors Mi- well as a member of the all-of the best teams in the countryg|so selected to the all tourna-
chael Pitrolo and Brent McGee.tournament team. Junior Erinand eventual state championment team at the state meet.

Fast facts about PHS......

| The school was given the legal right ta four-year institution until 1960. election tour. Twenty years later, Presi-
graduate students in 1874. Three girls The senior doors are the original doors andent George Bush visited Stadium Field
graduated in therst class. were réenished in 1987. on one of his campaign stops.

| The current building was built in 19171 Current principal Ralph Board is threst | In 2006Sports lllustratedecognized
and designed by F. L. Packard wh@&lumnito serve in that position. PHS as the ¥8best athletic program in
also designed the state penitentary &tMary Lou Hague, class of 1992, perishedhe country in comparison with programs
Moundsville. in the attack on the Twin Towers, Septin 38,000 high schools.

| Originally, the school operated under 41, 2001.The Annex was renamed in her Each year over 80 percent of the seniofs
six-year plan, grades 7-12, and was callgtbnor. plan to further their education.

Central Junior-Senior High School. Inl In 1984 President Ronald Reagan becameThe largest graduating class in 1965
1956 seventh and eighth graders wetthe brst sitting President to speak at PHS{otaled 1,150. In 2007, prospective
moved to the new junior highs. PHS wagisiting the Field House as part of his regraduates number 388.




Students excel on testy .5 .ourees agded
PHS students continue to exto 510; and 535 in writing, Currlculum’ Staﬁ: Change

cel in state and national testingcompared to 515. On the ACT,
Sophomores have met Annuahgain PHS students continued td Nine teachers joined the staff of PHS during the 2006}07
Yearly Progress each of the lasexceed the state averages. The school year. Teachers and their assignments were Nathah Al-
two years on the WESTEST.latest scores reveal English, 22.% fred, CATS 10, biology, and ACT prep; Heather Gates-Rusher,
In 2006, 82 percent were atvs. 20.8; math, 21.5 vs. 19.6; theatre and dance; Sally Hamler, human services and food
or above mastery on the Westeading, 23.0 vs. 21.2; science| preparation; Tom Kennedy, sociology, psychology and Trayel
Virginia State Writing Assess- 21.5 vs. 20.5; and a compositg West Virginia; Cynthia Meyers, biology and AP chemistry;
ment, compared to 79 percenbf 22.3 vs. 20.6. John Snively, Naval Science; Chris Way, special educatipn;
statewide. In 2006, 205 students partici-| Dan White, band, folk music, music theory, and percussipn;

On the SAT, PHS students’pated in Advanced Placemen{ Amanda Witt, speech, debate and English 10.
mean scores exceeded statiesting. Students took 432 tests ~ New courses added to the curriculum included persgnal
averages. Students had a mean 11 different subjects. Pnance, creative writing, ACT prep, oral communications,
score of 533 in critical reading, PHS has had 51 National piano, AP United States history, AP United St_ates government,
compared to 519 for the stateMerit semibnalists in the last | and the Benedum Student Computer Repair program.
537 in mathematics, comparedLO years.

Work begins on 2nd edition of alumni directory

The Parkersburg High School Foundaever, estimates have placed the number eslividual listings. In addition, residence
tion, Inc. is once again working with Harrishigh as 40,000 people. Communication aiddresses, phone numbers and e-mail ad-
Connect, Inc. to publish the second editioa personal nature between graduates is tdeesses may be included. Graduates will be
of the Parkersburg High School Alumni Di-sole purpose of the book. listed alphabetically, by graduation classes
rectory. The contract for the new book was The directory can be an excellent sourcand geographically according to the their
signed in May 2006. Itis anticipated that thef information, providing graduates arestate of residence.
new directory will take 14 to 16 months towilling to share their personal information. The directory can be purchased in either
complete. It is uncertain as to exactly howhe name of the graduate, the spouse ahdrd or soft back. For more information, call
many PHS grads are living today. How<¢hildren’s names can all be included in thBob Marshall at 304-295-8575.

PHS graduates direct choir, band
Tradition of excellence in music thrives

Music at PHS has continued its tradition of excellence. PHS aluigif¢ctors, and thousands of memories, the tradition continues.
direct both A Cappella Choir and the Big Red Band. Pam Powerghe Big Red Band also continues in high-class fashion through
McClain, a 1981 graduate, directs the vocal music program, wiiliany different directors. The band has been invited to perform at
Dan White, a 1989 graduate, becamekist alumni to direct the many different festivals and has received honors for performance
instrumental program. yearly at regional and national band competitions. In 2005 the

The A Cappella Choir was formed in 1932 under the directiona@cert and jazz bands captured gold ratings at the Heritage Music
Dr. Marie Boette. It was theerst a cappella choir in West VirginiaFestival in New Orleans. The concert band receivedsaplace
and consisted of 31 members. The choir robes were made thatwbée the jazz ensemble took second place honors.
by the PHS sewing department. These red and white tradition&he band has also been invited to participate in the Macy’s Thanks-
choir robes have remained the same for 70 plus years. giving Day Parade, the Circleville (Ohio) Pumpkin Festival, the

Over the decades A Cappella Choir has performed literally hig@ntucky Derby Parade in Louisville, the 1998 Peach Bowl parade
dreds of times at PHS as well as for community events, especiafy halftime show, and the 1982 World’s Fair. The band also played
around the December holidays. The choir has also traveled extehtwo Presidential appearances in Parkersburg: President Ronald
sively outside the area to many locations including Florida, Né¥gean's visit to Parkersburg in 1984 and President George Bush'’s
York, Pittsburgh, Atlanta, and Toronto. The choir sang in WasH04 campaign stop.
ington, D. C. for President Harry Truman in 1949 and for Presidenthe Big Red Band has had a long tradition as a military band and
Lyndon Johnson in 1966. The group returned to the nation’s capidhe only band in West Virginia that continues to honor that style
this year and capturd#st place honors in competition. while adapting to the modern world of marching bands. The Big

The Chamber Choir, a select group of voices from A CappdRad Band is, above all, a music-making organization and strives
Choir, has been invited to sing the National Anthem at a Cleveldf@reate the best possible sound whether marching or playing in a
Cavaliers’ basketball game the last three years.. concert setting. At every performance, the band honors its roots by

After seven decades, more than 3,000 alumni, seven dedicpfaging at least one piece by John Phillip Sousa.



Foundation exists since 1988

Gifts fund needs of students, faculty, facilitie:

The PHS Foundation, Inc. has existed sindéhomas, '74; and Dan Wharton Sr, ’59. Fund, invested separately by the Community
1988 to support Parkersburg High Schoolin We encourage every graduate, reunidroundation and expended for the designated
many facets of its educational services to thgass and friend to consider providiteg purposes of the donor. The PHS Foundation
youth of our community. The Foundatiomancial support to Parkersburg High Schodsoard of Directors is very pleased with the
has provided funding for important needshrough the PHS FoundationDonations support given to date by graduates, classes
of the teachers, students, and facilities ahay be made payable to “PHS Founda- and friends.

PHS. It has encouraged gifts for mantgion, Inc.” and mailed to Parkersburg Since 1988, known class gifts have
purposes from caring graduates and friend$igh School Foundation, Inc., Parkers- continued to grow and non-class gifts have
of PHS in the Parkersburg community andurg High School, 2101 Dudley Ave., increased. The following information is
elsewhere. Parkersburg, WV 26101. provided for your interest as of April 30,
The Foundation has an active and caring A PHS Foundation, Inc. Permanent Enyg7-
Board of Directors. .The Board is in closelowment Fund is mamtamed within Fhel'otal number of gifts by class — 719
touch with the principal and st'aff qf PHS.Pgrker'sburg Area Community Foundf';\tlonrOtal amount of gifts by class - $241,224
Members of the Board are Edwin Dils, clas§ifts given by a graduate or class are |dent1= tal grants 7/91 to 5/07 - $103,575
of 1940; Steve Grimm, '69; John Hushionped and credited to the class year as part.P? .
—— ; Q. ; otal Endowment Fund - $262,004
75; Barbara Kight, '38; Bob Marshall, the endowment fund. Non-class gifts ar?otal non-class gifts — 144
'61; Cathy Martin, '62; Tom Neale, '44; accounted for separately but merged Wit,li,l 9 .
David Nohe, '70; Charlotte Potter,’56; Bill class gifts for investment and expenditure.o'[al amount non-class gifts - $20,780
Richardson Jr., '70; Jean Singer, '59; Sukarge gifts with designated uses are hefgrants year end 5/30/07 - $9,291
Steinbeck, '68; Jack Stephens, '46; Jeieparate from the Permanent Endowmefgtal large Designated Funds - $93,625

Teachers receive grants

Class reunions provide
P from Endowment Fund
Thirteen teachers are recipients of grants for the 2006-07 and

alumni opportunity
2007-08 school years from the PHS Foundation. The awards are
to S u p po rt SC h OOI funded from income earned on the Foundation’s Endowment Fund

as invested and administered by the Parkersburg Area Community
Foundation.

One of the functions of the PHS Foundation is to foster Receiving grants for 2006-07 were:
the development and growth of the school by receiving and WLinda Alt - Dance, Dance Resolution, a project incorporated in
encouraging donations from alumni and friends. During Physical education classes to combat obesity;
the summer of 2006, the classes of 1946, 1951, 1956, 1 66vaerry Hickle - technology for geometry classes and monthly staff

1971, 1976, 1981, and 1986 celebrated with their classmated€cnology training; _ _
from all around the country. These 2,500 alumni received wSteve Morningstar - technology equipment for art history

information about the Foundation and many contributed|to classes;

) L WNanette Seligman electric
the Foundation as individuals or as a group. kiln for ceramics classes:

“The Foundation’s goal has

A highlight for many alumni was a tour of the campus by \ywiliie Stoneking - TI-83 always been to provide spe-
principal Ralph Board. They were shown the new constric- graphic calculators; cial Pnancial assistance to the
tion area, the refurbished stadium, the Mary Lou Hague SportswApril Tibbs - external academic efforts at PHS. We

hard drive for backing up are grateful to the former PHS
fondly remembered the “Senior Steps,” the all-male margh- JournalandParhischan students and classes who made

' Grants for 2007-08 were these awards possible.”
drama productions, the football and basketball games and|the Cathy Martin,

Sports Carnival. Some of these wonderful traditions are il @varded to: -
- i i -.Board chairman
around...and many new ones have been started. Wrred Doak - refurbish Planetarium seats;

We hope that you will come to your next reunion and wDebra File - graphic organizers for special edu_ca.tlon.classes;

. . wSusan Gardner - mannequins for CPR training in health
enjoy a tour of the school. Perhaps you will also be persuafled

to join many others in making a donation to the Foundatipn

classes;
k : WrTerry Hickle , Joe StephenandMary Wright (school tech team)

so that the next generation of young students can experience three laptops for use by students while computer labs are “under

quality education and great traditions. construction”;

WElaine Tice - “Smart Board” for business classes




